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eluding Brazil, China, Cuba
and Vietnam,.

FIfteen abstained from the vote, In-
cluding France, Germany and Britain,

Why Canada voted No Is an official
secret but perplexed CCODP officials
think they have the answer.

Canada has the second largest sup-
ply of fresh water in the world, behind
only Finland, and "If It declares access
to water a basic human right, It really
can't"""II It," Schmidt said. .

"So in a way the present government
Is keeping Its options open."

Panozzo agrees, noting that Canada
prefers to see water as a human need,
which in his view makes a world of

"difference. ' ,
"Ifwaterlsaneed, you can commodify

~Ihuid 'seIl'it;""he"sald; "But If it Is a
"human right It;')rou can't do that."
,,'" World leaden have committed them-

""Ives to reducing by half the numbers of
people without sustainable access to safe
drinking water by 2015,. "The World Bank estimates that up to
$870billion will be needed over the next '
12years to imJ>1:OVeaccess for safe water r;

,and sanitation In developing countries.
"In the Iabsence of' Internaflot\al ' direct
"funC\lngtoin\PfI.Wewater access In poor i

~rol1';irleS: the World Bank and the In- I
ternational Monetary Fund are de-
manding that countries privatize water

L/L ' ' 'supplies, hoping that the private sec-

,:'b,;:,:-""",,',,'-":"-2' tor will supply the funds that rich na-
<'" j"",

,.
,
'-
, ':,.:~::;;::2,'.:,::.' tions refuse to supply.

,',~""-..U,"', ~,~'-;- CCODPofficials disagree, saying that
" -CNSphOto,from.- whereverwatersupplieshavebeen

_8IIftmHRA~_v.vg.m":liitA.iI..- _ftI'.I.U",~.l;IlIi"IIRtnf(';II~~"'p.;.;IiI_/I4IL r J II 'U_,I:~
essence of life.'., , '-,. <, ~, ,wate~';;"f>.f'L" ""'!Om""! ' cause the main goal of the watercompa-

., ,~-- . ,>;,!. , ' ~. , ,., , " ' '" Dies is to make a,profit. The revenues of
. ' "'" :, the 10 largest multinational water com-

re~yw!",t's?~re-' ,I).~~an"nght. paDies in 2001 were US$30billion. Wa-
lati,:,nshlpto It, .ex- , So. when you ter contracts are usually granted for 15toplaIDed Schmidt. SIgn this card, you . . .
Parishes have been are" reallY' saying 3? years, gtVID~a guaran~ IJ\come to
lient kits on, the wa- fhat water belongs - gtant co~ratJons, , .
ter issue for parish- toeveryone, fhatev- In ~, the ,worl~ s I~gest expen-
ioners to study. The eryoneshoUld have ment wIth the prlvatJzatJon of water
water campaign a right to access delivery has left a trail of broken prom-
builds on the clean water and be- ises and rising water rates. After six
CCODP's recent .t cause of fhat every- years, one in five Manila residents-
education and ac- one has a role In nearly two million people--are still with-
~on program on the maintaining ~here- out the water service promised in return
nght to food and the source, which of for privatization.
patenting of life. course Is In direct
D,!rlng that ca~- opposit.lon,.. t~' ,Scrounge dirty water
pall?"- the orgam- priv~tJzah,:,n, , "They must depend on what they
zahon challenl!ed. Schmidt .explamed. can scrounge from 'broken water ipescorporatepatenting The SIgneddec- . p

eed ,or ditty water sources," reveals a
andcontroloh s laratlons,hopefullY,CCODPd t"Th .th t
that are essential to hundreds of,thou-,' . ocumen. ,:,seWI w~ er
the survival of poor .'ands of.them. 'will service.have trouble paymg the rapidly
subsistence farmers be senlto the Cana- escalating fees. ..
In the South,Almost dlan government "For poor famdles who can only af-
260,000people from which doesn't se~ ford instant noodles, the latest water
across Canada sent 'access to water as increase might mean they cannot eat for
cards to PrIme Min- a right, noted two days,~
Ister Jean Chretien Panozzo. -,..,',; In 1999, the World Bank Insisted
on this issue. . t At an ApJ;il 22;' Ghana privatize Its publicly owned ser-

Attheheartofthe 2002 meeting'of tho: vices as a condition for further loans. As
water ca~paign' Is UN Commlss!on on' a result, water prices there have risen by
a four-pomt Water Human RIghts, 300 percent in just three years.
Declaration, which ~cIistinguished Fresh water, according to the
C COD P, t ~e Itself among 53 CCODP, is a shared legacy, a public
Church'sar~form- countries by being trust and a collective responsibilityt ern a t Ion a I the only country to .
solidarity, hopes vote No to a resolu- that must.be managed collectively and
Canadians will tion calling for ac- de~07rat~cal!y..
study and then sign, cess to water and Pnvatlzation IS a re~1 threat to the
By signing the dec- .CNS photo by Don Blake sanitation to berec- comm~n ~ood and t:?un~ver~al acces~ to
I a r ~ t ion., Bottledwater Is the norm InCanacla, ognizecl ,< as. a ~afedrl~kmgwater,.mamtamsSchmldt.
Canadians commit only a dream to much of tl1Eiworfd. funda?Iental n,ght .Water I~a sacred gift that connects all
themselves to up- ,"'" '. ,-. ',-,' alongsIde the 9ght hfe and ItS value to the common good
holding its principles, one or which. tofoodandsi.el!ei: ,".-". takes priority over any possiblecommer-
asserts that access to "later Is a basic ,~., 'fhIrty-se)(en"ountriesyoted.)(~s"I,!- -cIa!v~lue." "

Water .
Privatizing water
supplies punishes
the world's poor

By RAMON GONZALEZ
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MOST CANADIANS take clean
drinking water for granted,
We turn on the tap and wash.

We open a bottle and drink.
ButL1 billion of the world's 6 billion

people'do DOthave clean drinking wa-
, ~,such as protected springs and weI1s...

-. ~ean)..wateJ;.i& the ~'f"
'
, ' yet a :::Ie lot"of &f:.ple, es , ','

~'" ,the o~rr ,are~ v~ ~'::::.~"';ts:O~ ~Pter 01 me

.a:o~c UrganIzation for De-an eace.

e places the blame :uarely on theprivatization of water elivery, which
mcreaoes the cost of water without salis- ,

~ t1iimo~~e wo;laTj;OOiiif.
" ~ e. e says DU IOns0 poor people .'.j " t1ietap turned oft because they can-

nor pay dletrwater bilI:"SO1i1iIespera-

~. dl""'nun~e water sourceS.Currently, t mlllfoli'AlllCan
peoptedo not have access to safe water
and sanitation. In East Africa, women
and children now walk an average of 21
minutes each trip to collect water.,'

Contaminated water Is the main cause

of Lw.ide.!'mie...!!.l~ includin~'l'ffl~"dl6re!w~Pt>~!'~..
denguet!,ver and malaria.

',::-;J!very year in the developing world
. ;abOI1l two million people - most of them

young childreri - die of diarrhea, one of
the ,most easily prevented dIseases~"

, -~.~
Yea, of Fresh Water

Last year, a first step was taken to
alleviate the water problem in the Third
World when the United Nations Human
Rights Commission and then the UN
Committee on Economic, Cultural and
Social Rights, declared access to water a
basic human right alongside the right to

" food and shelter.The UnitedNations
, also declared 2003 as the International

Year of Fresh Water.
Now, the CCODP and its global part-

, ners in the Third World are working to- raise awareness about the value of wa-

ter and why access to it is a treasured
human right.

The organization has just made water
the focus of .its education and action
campaJg... for the next three years, Wa-
ter. Ufe BeforeProfits is the theme of the
campaign, which challenges the right of

> corporations to privatize and control- water, a basic element essential for life.
DurIng the first year, the campaign

~, will focus 'orl the effects of the
privatization of water delivery, a pro-

. cess which organization officials say all. too often. as a result of soaring water
prices, leads to water becoming more

~ scarce for the poor in urban areas of
. Asia, Africa and Latin America.. "We want to impress upon Canadi-

ans that water is a basic human right, a
public trust and a collective responsibil-
ity," said Jack Panozzo, national spokes-
person for CCODP in Ottawa,

. 'The whole Idea is to raise some aware-
<; ness of it, not just in its availability but
; aIsowhat Is this thing called water, what

~ kind of values do ,we place on it and,.,.,. ," "-"":-'.,
"'~c"~".N'"V< " .'.
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